
 

 
A certain Father had a family of Sons, who were forever quarreling among themselves.  No words he could say did the 
least good, so he cast about in his mind for some very striking example that should make them see that discord 
would lead them to misfortune.  One day when the quarreling had been much more violent than usual and each of the 
Sons was moping in a surly manner, he asked one of them to bring him a bundle of sticks. Then handing the bundle to 
each of his Sons in turn, he told them to try to break it. But although each one tried his best, none was able to do so.  
The Father then untied the bundle and gave the sticks to his Sons to break one by one.  This they did very easily.    

"My Sons," said the Father, "do you not see how certain it is that if you agree with each other and help each other, it will 
be impossible for your enemies to injure you?  But if you are divided among yourselves, you will be no stronger than a 
single stick in that bundle." 
 
Aesop's Fables: The Bundle of Sticks - audio of story plus script - different version - Compare using a Venn Diagram 
 

The Bundle of Sticks   3:02 min.                              Bundle of Sticks Original version 1867 audio and script 
 

Fasces - Roman history for bundle of sticks symbolism 
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Life Principle: COOPERATION 
Bundle of Sticks - Aesop's Fable 

Step 1:  Question Focus: “COOPERATION” 
 

Question Focus Technique Resource -  
A Cooperative Learning Strategy   

 
 

 
Step 3:  Improve the Questions. 

 
1) Identify open and closed-ended questions. 
2) Change questions: select one question to 

change from open to closed-ended and one 
closed question to open-ended. 

Example:  Closed to open 
      
What objects did the father use to show his sons 
that discord would lead to misfortune? 

 
How could the sons apply the lesson of the bundle 

of sticks to the discord among them? 

 
Step 2:  Produce Questions. 

 
Rules for producing questions: 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 
2. Change any statements into questions. 
3. Write down every question exactly as stated. 
4. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer the 

questions. 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/discord
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/moping
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/surly
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/english/aesops_fables/1-8/bundle_sticks
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/responsibility/Venn%20Diagram%20Master.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCcr0PDyoBc
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/35/aesops-fables/376/the-bundle-of-sticks/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fasces
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/cooperation/Cooperation%20Choice%20Worksheet.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/cooperation/Cooperation%20Bundle%20Sticks%20Fable%20Choice%20Worksheet%20.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp_common/The%20Question%20Formulation%20Technique.pdf


Step 4: Prioritize questions.  Identify 2-3 that are the most 
important.  Be able to share a rationale for your choices. 

Critical Thinking Questions: 
1.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
2.________________________________________
_________________________________________
3.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

Step 5:  Determine how questions are going to be used: 
(Evidence of Learning) 

i.e. research project, real life application,
assessment creation, discussion, written report, 

visual representation, oral presentation, etc.   
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

• Lesson on Fables -  lesson plan for Grade 7 English Language
Arts – maybe adapted for other grade levels

• 19 Everyday Expressions That Came from Aesop

• Lesson Plans for Teaching Aesop's Fables  - includes a wide
variety of resources for teaching Aesop’s Fables.

 

Step 6:  Reflection 
What do the characteristics of 
cooperation look like for me? 

________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 

http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp_common/General%20Learning%20Strategies.pdf
http://mentalfloss.com/article/58530/19-everyday-expressions-came-aesop
http://www.varsitytutors.com/englishteacher/aesop.html
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