
 

Pythias and his friend Damon, both followers of the philosopher Pythagoras, traveled to Syracuse during the reign of the 
tyrannical Dionysius I (r. 405–367 BC). Pythias was accused of plotting against the tyrant and was sentenced to death. 
Accepting his sentence, Pythias asked to be allowed to return home one last time, to settle his affairs and bid his family 
farewell. Not wanting to be taken for a fool, the king refused, believing that once released, Pythias would flee and never 
return. 
Damon offered to take his spot while he was gone. The king agreed, on the condition that, should Pythias not return when 
promised, Damon would be put to death in his place. Damon agreed, and Pythias was released. 
Dionysius was convinced that Pythias would never return, and as the day Pythias promised to return came and went, 
Dionysius prepared to execute Damon. Just as the executioner was about to kill Damon, though, Pythias returned. 
Apologizing to his friend for his delay, Pythias told of how pirates had captured his ship on the passage back to Syracuse 
and thrown him overboard. Dionysius listened to Pythias as he described how he swam to shore and made his way back to 
Syracuse as quickly as possible, arriving just in time to save his friend. 
Dionysius was so pleased and astonished with their friendship that he pardoned them both. It was also said that Dionysius 
then sought to become their third friend, but was denied.     Damon and Pythias Intro Video 
 

 

Life Principle: Responsibility 
Myth:  Damon and Pythias 

 

 
Brainstorm Questions 

Who?_____________________________
________________________________ 

When?____________________________
________________________________ 

Where?____________________________
________________________________ 

What?____________________________
________________________________ 

Why?_____________________________
________________________________ 

 
Critical Thinking Questions: 
1._______________________________________                
________________________________________ 
 

2._______________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
 

3._______________________________________ 
________________________________________ 

Moral of the Story:________________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pythagoras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syracuse,_Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dionysius_I_of_Syracuse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQzvmjAsQ9s


 

 
CELEBRATION!    GE CELEBRATION DVD 

 

Enriched Vocabulary: 
tyrant        philosopher   

____________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________ 
 

Example of RESPONSIBILITY in  story:      
(Picture or 2-3 sentences) 

Life Principle Words 
 

_________________________    ________________________ 
 
_________________________    ________________________ 

Lexicon 
Word & Definition: 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
 
Step the Word: 
 
 
 
 
 
Synonym: 
 
 
 
 
Illustration: 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/tyrant
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/philosopher
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp_common/Celebration_Resource.pdf
https://squareup.com/market/great-expectations/ge-celebration-dvd
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