
 

 
A Crow, half-dead with thirst, came upon a Pitcher which had once been full of water; but when the Crow put its 
beak into the mouth of the Pitcher he found that only very little water was left in it, and that he could not reach far 
enough down to get at it. He tried, and he tried, but at last had to give up in despair. 
 Then a thought came to him, and he took a pebble and dropped it into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and 
dropped it into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another 
pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he 
took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. At last, at last, he saw the water mount up near him, and after 
casting in a few more pebbles he was able to quench his thirst and save his life.                                        
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Step 1:  Question Focus: “Goal Setting” 
 

Question Focus Technique Resource  
-- A Cooperative Learning Strategy  

 
 

 
Step 3:  Improve the Questions. 

 
1) Identify open and closed-ended questions. 
2) Change questions: select one question to 

change from open to closed-ended and one 
closed question to open-ended. 

Example:  Closed to open 
  What is a quote that applies to this story? 

          

        How do these quotes apply to the story? 
 
      "Done' comes with 'the doing!" 
 
  "Where there's a will, there's a way!"   

 
The Power of Effective Questioning    5:35 min 

 

 
Step 2:  Produce Questions. 

 
Rules for producing questions: 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 
2. Change any statements into questions. 
3. Write down every question exactly as stated. 
4. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer the 

questions. 
 

MS/HS Literature for Goal Setting 
The Crow and the Pitcher Fable 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/despair
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mount
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/quench
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/lessons/grade-3-4/Counting_Crows#Preparation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dO0dO__wmE
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/practice4/CROSSROADS%20II%20w%20crow%20PPT%202.pptx
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/practice4/Done%20Comes%20quote.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/practice4/Where%20there's%20quote.pdf
http://greatexpectations.publishpath.com/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/practices/goalsetting/The%20Question%20Formulation%20Technique.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/practice4/CROW%20GS%20simp%20CR.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/practice4/111%20GS%20simpl%20wksht%20with%20emoji.pdf


 

 
Step 4: Prioritize questions.  Identify 2-3 that are the most 
important.  Be able to share a rationale for your choices. 
 
Critical Thinking Questions: 
1.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
2.________________________________________
_________________________________________
3.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

Step 5:  Determine how questions are going to be used: 
(Evidence of Learning) 

i.e. research project, real life application,  
assessment creation, discussion, written report,  

visual representation, oral presentation, etc.   
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

 
• Library of Congress Aesop Fables  - Includes some Interactive 

versions of Aesop Fables 
• Learning Strategies - adaptable for all subject  
• 19 Everyday Expressions That Came from Aesop       
• Teaching Tips from Mythweb  - Suggested activities in the class 

• More Teaching Tips for Myths  

 

Step 6:  Reflection 
How can I apply the goal setting  
lesson presented in this fable? 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
 
 
 

http://read.gov/aesop/001.html
http://mentalfloss.com/article/58530/19-everyday-expressions-came-aesop
http://mythweb.com/teachers/tips/tips.html
http://mythweb.com/teachers/tips/moretips.html
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